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L BSTRACT

The survey explored the informational, educational,
and cultural interests of older people in the Schoolcraft College
area to determine what kinds of programs were of most interest to
them. A one-page large print questicnnaire was administered by a
staff person except in the cases where a copy of the questionnaire
had been made available through a newspaper article and was filled
out independently. of the 9,067 persons 65 years or older in the
district, 418 responded to the questionnaire. A segment (from 13 to
36 percent) of the respondents indicated an interest in one or more
of the 13 retirement living subject matter areas. Various cultural
events and short courses available at Schoolcraft College were of
some interest to respondents--films and plays ranked highest at 22
percent; sculpture was lowest at 2 percent. Half the respondents
indicated a preference for daytime programs; only 10 percent
preferred evening programs. Preference was also expressed for
programs in the neighborhood. Transportation and financial assistance
needs vere also investigated. On the basis of the survey, proposals
for programs were offered. (The appendix includes a description of
the organized senior citizen groups surveyed.) (AG)
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1.
Introduction

Increasing support is being given to the role of the communit college
in providing opportunities for older adults to enhance the later years of
1ife through education. The purpose of this survey, funded jointly by the
Schoolcraft Foundation, Schoolcraft College and the Institute of Gerontology,
was to explore the informational, educational, and cultural interests of
older people in the area served by Schoolcarft College, in order to ascertain
specifically what kinds of programs were of the most interest to the older
citizens.

The apparent need for this type of programming was underscored when
the Schoolcraft College Senior Citizens Advisory Committee endorsed the
proposed survey. The Committee pledged its support and offered assistance
in locating older persons to be contacted.

The Schoolcraft Foundation of Schoolcraft College also cndorsed the
survey, with the request that a special attempt be made to search out older
adults who do not usually attend organized senior citizen groups or visit
senior centers.

Methods of the Survey

In joint planning sessions between Schoolcraft College and the
Institute of Gerontology, it was decided to administer a questionnaire to
various groups of older people. ,

Organized groups of senior citizens, as well as other groups of adults
were surveyed. Older individuals independent of the usual community groups
wvere sought out at places where large numbers of people congregate. In
addition, an appeal was made to independent older adults to participate in
the survey through a newspaper article vhich coniained the survey questions
and asked interested persons to complete and mail the information to
Schoolcraft College.

The Questionnaire

A one page questionnaire, in large print, was designed to be casily
read and completed by older people. Ixcept for the newspaper survey, the
questionnaire was administered by a staff person. A short, explanatory
introduction preceded completion of the questionnaire by various groups.
Assistance was available for persons who needed help in filling out the
form. Participants were encouraged to ask questions.

Items of the questionnaire were designed to obtain the following
information:

1., Community in which respondent lived.

2. Specific informalional, educational and cultural interests of
the respondent.

3. Preferred time of day for courses and programs.
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L, Preferred location of courses - campus or comnunity.

5, [Extent of transporation needs in order 1o participate in
Prograns.

6. Extent to which recponient felt older people should have
special fee consideration.

The Older Population in the Scheolcrafi College District

Table I shows the number and proportion of older people living in the
Schooleraft College District. Il is noteworthy that older people living
in the cities of Horthville and Plymouth comprise a higher proportion of
older)people (10.L%5 and 8.8) than in the gencral population of Michigan
(8.5%).

TADLE 1
Nunbers of Persons 65 Years and Older Living in the
‘ Schoolcraft College District, 19712

Total Hunber of Percent of
Political Units Population Older People Potal
Population
Garden City L1,86L 1,286 - 3.0%
Livonia 110,109 4,852 h
City of Northville £,L00 Lol 10.4
ilorthville Township 9,522 648 6.8
City of Plymouth 11,758 1,035 8.8
Plymouth Township 17,0497 682 3.8
Total 196,150 9,667 . .65
State of Michigan 3,875,083 152,955 8.5%

a . . - are 4ls )
General Population Characteristics, Michigan Bureau of the Census, U. S.
Department of Commerce, August 1971.




Number ond Residence of Older Respondents

As shown in Table 1I, questionnaires werc obtained from 418 respondents.
The largest proportion of respond.nts (Ll.9 percent) live in the Flymouth

Area.
TABLE IT
Humber of Respondents in Various Communities
Fumber of Percent of

City end Towmships Older Respondents Older Resvpundents
Carden City 28 9.0%
Livonia 103 2.6
Forthville, City and

Towmship 12 17.2
Plymouth, City and

Tovmship 188 h4.9
Other 17 L.0

—— - —

TOTAL 118 100 %




Groups Participating in the Survey

As shown in Table III, a varieily of groups of older people participated
in the survey. More detailed inrormation about each of the groups is
presented in Appendix A 1o this report.

TABLE 11X
GROUPS OF PEOPLE AllD CTHERS WHO PARTICIPATLD
IN THE SURVEY

City and Group Sponsor Number of
Respondents

Garden Cily
Garden City Senior Citizens

Club G. C. Parks and Recreation 32
Happy Hour vlub G. C. United Presbyterian
Church 6

Livonia

Harmony {lub Iivonia Tarks and Recreation 25

HMclNamara Towers #1 City ol Livenia 23

Mclamara Towers #2 City of Iivonia L7

St. lMichaels Church . 1
forthville ) .,

Worthville Seniocr Citizens orthville Parks and

Cludb Recreation 32

Our Lady of Victory Church N

Viomen's Socity of Christian United Methodist

Service Church 17
Plymcuth

Plymouth Senior Citizeng

Club Community Tund 21

Tonquish Creek Manor City of Plymouth f 10

Plymouth - Northville
Plymouth-Northvilie Chapter 91
American Association of
Retired Persons

Viestland

Westland Center 25
Individuals

Obgerver Hewspaper 11

Individual Interviews -3
TOTAL ALL RESPONDINTS : 118

-
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Findings of ithe Survey

Respondents were given the opportunity to indicate their interest in
educational or informaticnal programs dealing with thirteen practical
aspects of retirement living, such as Social 3Security and good health
during the retirement years (see items 1-13 of dppendix R), their interest
in various culturzl events at Schoclcrait Colleze {zce items 14-19 of
Appendix B), courses being offered by Schoolcruzft College (sce 20a - 200 of
Appendix B).

Table IV shows prorortionc of all reependents who indicated an interest
in one or more of the thirteen retirement Living subject matter areas.

InTEREST OF RESPOUDENTS IN RET

Fercent of Total
Recpondents in Rank

Retirement Jubject iwtier Arcas Order (M-418)
‘1. iledical Caxe and services 36%
2. Social Zecurity Ienefits 33
3. Hekinz the liost of Retirement Income 2.7
L. Legal Information - Vills ond Bstote Planning .. . 31.8
5. Good iezlth During Retirement-lutrition, Fitness,

Personal iysiene - ou 31
6. The "2nJ Uses of Leisure Time : /- 427.8
7. 1ilow to Luy liore Pconomlr"13/ 2
§. How %o Select a Ifurdng Hoie 25.5
9. Different Living Arrangement for Retivement

Years 24
10. Tamily and Friend Relationchips /fter Betiroment 19
11. Imployment Opportunitiecs ond Rightc for Retired

er30N3 10

12. [Iieal Planning and Preperation for the {mzll Family 1.8
13. Training for Specific Volunteer Opprortunities 13.8 "

Cultural Bvent:s and Opecial Short Courses

Table V shows the interest of responéents in various cultural events
at Schoolcraft College and in various shorl coursesg being offered by
Schoolcraft College.
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Culiural Svents

1. TFilm Zeries 22%
2. HMusical Ccacerts at Schooleraft 722
3. Dramotic Plays ot Schoolcraft 1.7
L. Lecture Series 16
5. Campus Tours - 15.7
6. Gourmet Dinners 14
Special Short Coursest

1. Bridge & Other Card Gauces 15.6
2. Knitting 19
3. Squave Dancing 18
L. Tlorel irranging 5.5
5. Jewelry liaking 15
6. Invesiments After Retirement 11
7. Ceramics 10.5
8. 'The Bible as Literaiure . 10
¢. 0il Painting ey 9.8 .
10. Improv1ng Reading Skills 9
11. State & Local Tax Siructures 5 . . 8.8
12. Improv1 ; Vriting Skills 5.9
13, Convcrfﬂtional Spanish & Trench 5.9
1. Sculpture 2

1Other Special Cowrsas susres
lipspreading, speed reading

understanding disbetes, ch by
mental retzrdation, tenni-,

china painting, pizno,

ted by vrorpondeniz: cewing,
Eofogr;pby bool reviews,
caning, bird watching, CGerman, Norwegian,

modern doncing, upholstery, braille, needlepoint,
cooking, gardening, rcal ecstate, politics, legislation,

crotcheting,
handyman, chess,

Resrondents were acked 1o indiccte 2 preference for day or evening
programs. Fifty pexrcent of the 118 respondentis indicated a preference for
day time programc. Only 10 perceni of the resperdents expressed a preference
for evening programs (sce Table VI).

ERIC
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TIBLE VT
ATTITUDES OR PREFERENCES O REGIPOIDEHNIS TCWARD TIME AND PLACE OF
PROBLENMS, AVAILABILITY OF SCHOLARSH1PS, AMD TRAITSPORTATION PROGRAMS

Attitudes or Treferences Percent of All
of Rerpondents Respondents

Time of Prosram

Percent whe prefeorred dayilime progyans 50%
Percent who preferred nighttime programs 10

Place oi Prosrem

Pexrcent vho preferred prograns in neighborhood 58
Percent uho preferred programs at Schoolceraflt 1

Availability of Scholarzhins

Percent who thought a scholarship shculd e
available 29

Transportaiion

P
14

Percent whe needed trancportation vo programs at:

Schoolcraft : 26
Percent who needed transportalion to neighborbood
PrOLTARS 18

& prefercnce for daytime progrsom wac 1o be cxpected. (0lder people are
often fearful of going out in the evening 2nd in .ome cases, physical
disabilities make it difficuli for older vecple 1o get arvound at night-
ime.

When 2sked about wirother Sciwolciuflt College should establish a
scholaxship fund for sei.or citizen, 29 of thoze vho completed the
questionnaire replied in the affirmative (see Table VI).

Table VI shows that revpondents expressed a2 marked preference for
programs conducted in & neighborhood location such as a church, union
hall, or senior cenier rather than at Schooleraft College.

It was anticipated lhat older people ulc were o be served by the
proposed prograem would have a irensportuticn problem. Tnformation presented
in Table VI does not support this premise. 1t will be noted, however,
that respondents exprecsed more of 2 {ransportation problem getting to
Schoolcraft College than bto programs in their neighborhood.

ERIC I
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Surnary and Recosmendations

On the basis of survey findings, it appears thut some retirement subject
matter areas are of more interest to these respondents than others. Accordingly,
it is recomnended that the proposed pilot Schools for Retirement develop programs
based on the following subject matter areas:

Fall Teim Spring Term

1. What one needs to kiow about 1. The good uses of free time.
social security and medicare.

2. Ways to maintain good health in 2. Heow to have a good family life in
the later years. the ]oter years.

3. HMaking the most of retirement 3. Choosing a place to live in retire-
income. ment.

li. Legal informaticn for the later L. Consumer skills for the later years.
years.

The Distributicn of the dging (sec Table I), suggests that one of the
proposed programs be offercd in liorthville while a second program be offered in
Livonia.

Respondents indicated a clearcul preference for daylime programs.

Moreover, it appears that thosc older peocple yho. participated in the survey
preferred programs conducted in various nei.ghborhood settings.

. ‘-‘u~'. .
Interest in cultural events and various short courses ai Schoolcraft is

large enough to warrent a special effort to promote attendance among these
older people.

10
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Organized Senio~ Citizen Groups Svrveyed

Garden Cily
Groups surveyed:

Garden City Cenior Sitizens Club

Sponscred by *he Girden City DParks and HRecreation Department, this
group meets in a bullding provided by Pa kS ond Hecreation and hus an
active, recreation-oriznted program. Cnly aboul haif of the group cared
to complcte ‘he sarvey.

Happy Houvr Club

A small luncheun group sponsored by the Carden City United Presby-
terian Church. iambers were pleasant, bul feli that their needs were
taken care of ~=nd most vailed ©0 see any need for educational or infor-
maticnal iype purogra wing.

Livonin

Groups surveyed:
Hazmony Clab ’ .

T Cne of several groups sponsored by Livonia Parks and Recrcation Depart-
ment. CGreud meels weekly al 5v. IZdithis Chvrch in Livonia. An active,
recreation-oriented group. Abow!, hulf of the mombers utilized the ques-
tiornaire.

Hctlamary Towers ;1

This i3 ¢ low-income subsidized housing unii for Livonia elderly,
Survey taken on ihe day that Scciall Security checks are in the mail in an
effort Lo inkc advantage or the heavy Lraffic in the lobby. Residents
agreed to complete tne questiornnire vhil: vaiting for meil delivery. A
late delivery cauced many tenants Lo Le qQuite upsetl and so disinterested.
Others unr. concermed that transpoiiation nroblems wei1ld prevent them
froa taking part in any prograns the College might develop.

liclamara Towers .2

This g a mocerale-income subsidiced housing unit.for Livonia elderly.
Survey was taken on thz dor tYhat resident: gather for a business meeting
and recreaticn prosram. JSurv.y “orkers werc able to speak to the group as
2 whele and o vicit o ah table. There vrere namy questions and a great
deal of interes! exprossed in aavin,: programs brovght to the Towers. Also,
opinions expressea thal Lhe two Towers groups did not mix and mighl not if
programs were offered at onc of the .wo bvildings. President of the group
delivered quesiionnaire to some rasidents who were not in attendance and
these were picked up later in the week. ‘There ias no opportunity to meet
with these individuals.

11




Northville City and Tewnship

Groups surveyed:

Northville Senior Citi:ens Ciub

This group is spcnsored by the .Jorthville Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment and meets in & small house donated to the city for use by Senior
Citizens. The group is trying to develop a variety of programming so that
the building will be used daily, but at the present time, use is limited.
About 1005 response to the survey, with many questions asked and a high
degree of interest shuwn in a variety of program possibilitiaes.

Women's Society of Christian 3ervice

This is a group of older women meeting monthly at the Northville
United Methodist Church for fellowship and service projects. The women
had gathered to work on items for a bazaar. All were interested--the
younger niembors chose not to coemplete the questicnraire.

Plymouth City and Towngship

Groups surveyed:

Plymouth Senior Citiuzens Club

The oldest and largest of Senior Catizen ovrganizations in Plymouth
and recipient of tfunding from the Community tund for zh activities director.
This is another recreation centered group with weekly card games, monthly
pot--luck dinners and Lrips and outings well plamed-by the activities direc-
tor. Group was interested in the survey and most completed the questionnaire.

Tonquish Creek lManor

This is low-income subsidized housing ior Plymouth elderly. Survey
taken during the weekly coftee hour whon about 1/3 of the residents gather
for « business mueeting ond activities planning session. An interesied group
Some members had previously participated in Lhe Senior Citizens Club survey
and so did not participate.

Efforts To Survey QOlder fdults Hot affiliated With Traditional 3enior Citizen

Groups:
Groups and non-groups surveyed:

Organization meeting of the Plymouth-Horthville branch of American Associa-~
tion of Retired Persons

An announcement that national memoers and other interested older adults
were invited to aitend an orguinizational meeting for a "different™ kind of
an older adult group prompted the survey oif this group. Organizers of the
group are determined that the group develop as a service and educationally-
oriented group and used the results of the survey of this meeting wo begin
outlining a program for the coming yeur. Small study grouprs are planned to
supplement the ionihly meei.ngs. HMembers interested in the survey and
asked a number of questions.

12




St. Michael's Church., Livonia

The pastor agreed to alicw the school gym to be used for the survey.
Arrangements werec made for the survey team to be on hand for two consecu-
tive mornings followiny early morning mass. This was said to be a parish
with many older nengcers. A notice was written for the parish news and the
retired men vho usher and count the Sunday cellect? ~ 3 to be briefed
on the purj.osc or the survey and asked to talk t i: eighbers and ask
them to stop by. In addition, the survey was am.cu..ced from the pulpit.
A large sign anncuncing the survey was set up outside the open gym door.
In two days--~cne person can¢c in Lo participate.

Qur Lady of VlCuor*_gggyffb_gggglv111Q

The pastor agreced to promote cvhe survey. He suggested that a notice
be placed in the parish news onc weck previous to the survey. In addition,
he would persunclly urge older members to attend the 7:00 A.M. mass the
Sunday morming of th~ survey. Susvey worker was given tables and chairs
and situated in a breezeway betieen the tuwo parking areas of the church.
The pastor commented that he had tried a survey of older church members ™

years ago and had L parvicipants. This survey resulted in L participants.

Vestland Center
Westland Center was contacted in an attempt to reach large numbers
of older adults unaffiliated with groups. 4 table wag, set up for the sur-
vey in the mall. Ho "soliciting" was allowed, and, unless people can right
up Yo the table, the survey worker was unable to upeak to them. Twenty-five .
people filled out questiionnaires, twelve stonnﬁd td %alk but would not take
part, many older people read the sign ond walked slowly past, five persons
asked to mail questionnaires--none of these were received by Schoolcraft.

Observer Newspapers

This newspaper cooperated fully :rith the survey by printing news about
the survey at various stages and finally publishing 2 photograph of an older
adult being surveyed as well az ihe questions from the questionnaire. There
was an explanation of the purp~r= of the survey and a request that interested
older peorle participate by an. .ering the questions and sending them to
Schoolcraft College.

Eleven returns were received in time to be tabulated, four more were
received later, for a htotel of fifteen —eturns frcm the newspaper article.
It was felt that this was a good response, for the questions had been
printed at the end of the article and set in regular newspaper columns--
difficult to read.

Individuals
an attempt vwas mede to in*erview individual, independent older adults,
not affiliated with traditional Senio: Citizen groups. A volunteer inter-
viewed three such persons--this was rewarding personally, but too time--
consuming to accompiish the purposes of the survey and no further indivi-
dual interviews vere made.




